St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy RE Curriculum Overview
‘Learning and Growing as the People of God’

As a Catholic school, Religious Education is a core subject and is at the forefront of our curriculum. We follow the Birmingham Diocese strategy, 'Learning and Growing as the People of God'. This scheme of work enables all of our children to learn about the five strands of our faith:
· The Liturgical Year
· Scriptural Knowledge
· Celebrating the Sacraments
· Living as Christians 
· Prayer
Children are taught the strategy from the Nursery class up to Year 6. Each unit builds upon children's prior learning from the previous year and enables progression of knowledge, understanding and skills to develop children's understanding of our Catholic faith. Children are given opportunities to learn in a wide variety of ways, including learning through studying Bible stories, guided mediations, reflections, collective worship, art, drama, etc. There is a 4-yearly cycle of assessment, to enable staff and leaders to monitor and moderate Religious Education. 
* means these units can be tracked through more than one of the strands. 
	The Liturgical Year

	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	NC: Advent
Introduces the Liturgical Year and a symbol to signify this time.
ND: Christmas
Introduces the story and meaning of Christmas and introduces the children to Mary.
NG: Lent
Builds on NA/ND.
NH: Holy Week
Follows on from NG. 
NI: Easter
Follows on from NH.
NJ: Pentecost
Builds the idea of God the Father and Jesus the son.
	RC: Advent
Marks the 4 weeks of Advent using the Advent Wreath.
RD: Christmas
Follows on from RC.
RG: Lent
Builds on NG adding detail about Lent being a time of prayer and saying sorry.
RH: Holy Week
Builds on NH reinforcing the importance of the sign of the cross offering a foundation for Holy Week learning in 1I and 2H.
RI: Easter
Offers a foundation for 1J. 
RJ: Pentecost
Builds on understanding of the Holy Spirit. 
	1D: Advent
Further develops RC adding depth and understanding of liturgy. 
1E: Christmas
Builds on from RD and 1D. 
1H: Lent
Builds on RG adding understanding of Jesus’ message and inspiring us to follow His example.
1I: Holy Week
Builds on RH focusing on Palm Sunday, the Last Supper and the Stations of the Cross. 
1J: Easter
Builds on RI focusing on the importance and message of the Resurrection. 
1K: Pentecost
Builds on RJ developing knowledge of the Holy Spirit as a promised and transformative gift. 
	2C: Advent
Builds on RC and 1D looking at the story of John the Baptist and parish events at this time. 
2D: Christmas
Builds on 1E – especially in terms of the Annunciation. 
2G: Lent*
Builds on 1J work on forgiveness.
2H: Holy Week
Builds on learning from 1I about Palm Sunday and the Last Supper.
2I: Easter
Builds on 1J learning on the empty tomb and starts work on the symbol of the Easter candle. 
2J: Pentecost
Builds on 1K work on the story of Pentecost focusing on how this is celebrated in the Church and through Confirmation. 
	3C: Advent
Links to 1E and 2D work on the Annunciation.
3D: Christmas
Builds on 1E and 2D focusing on the shepherds. 
3F: Lent
Builds on 2G and introduces new Gospel stories. 
3H: Holy Week
Builds on 1I and 2H and introduces the foundation of the Church’s celebration of the Mass.
3I: Easter
Builds on 1J and 2I and prepares the children for work in 3J.
3K: Pentecost*
Builds on 1K and 2J and lays foundations for 4G and 5K. 
	4C: Advent
Builds on 2C and 3C focusing on Jesus’ ancestors. 
4D: Christmas
Builds on 3D and focuses on the angels. 
4G: Lent
Builds on 2G, 3F and 3B. 
4H: Holy Week
Builds on 1I, 2H and 3H. 
4I: Easter
Builds on 3I looking at the Resurrection appearances in more depth. 
4J: Pentecost
Builds on 3K.
	5C: Advent
Builds on 2C, 3C and 4C. 
5D: Christmas
Builds on from all previous work on Mary, Joseph and Herod. 
5G: Lent*
Builds on 3F, 3B and 4G adding depth about the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a form of Healing. 
5H: Holy Week*
Builds on all previous Holy Week units giving opportunities for analysis and learning about Church actions at this time. 
5I: Easter
Builds on 3I and 4I.
5J: Pentecost*
Develops all previous work on the Holy Spirit and Pentecost adding learning about the Church’s belief in eternal life. 
	6C: Advent
Builds on work in 5c about the two comings of Christ. 
6D: Christmas
Brings together learning from 3D, 4D and 5D. 
6F: Lent*
Builds on 5G and 3B. 
6H: Holy Week
Builds on 5H and adds exploration of the Jesus’ sacrifice. 
6I: Easter
Builds on 5I and 5E adding links between Easter and Baptism. 
6J: Pentecost*
Builds on 5J and all previous work on the Sacrament of Confirmation. 



	Scriptural Knowledge

	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	NA: Creation – God the Creator *
Lays the foundation for having an awareness of God in their lives. 
NK: Special Celebrations*
Builds on exploration of celebration in ND, NE, NF and NI.
	RA: Creation – God’s Gifts
Builds on NA. Where children have not attended our nursery, content needs to be repeated here for all. 
RB: People who care for us*
Builds on ND, NE and NF. 
	1A: Creation
Builds on NA and RA.
1B: Families and Celebration*
Builds on Reception work on celebrations and lays foundations for 2F. 
1F: Jesus: teacher and healer*
Builds on RB and provides a foundation for 2E. 
1L: Sharing Jesus’ life*
Builds on RL and lays a foundation for further work on the lives of the Apostles. 
	2A: Old Testament: Stories and Prayers*
Builds on the understanding of the bible as being filled with important stories about God. 
2E: Parables/ Miracles*
Builds on 1F adding detail about the Sacrament of the Sick. 
	3E: We listen to God’s word at Mass
Builds on 3A and 2L laying foundations of an understanding of the Liturgy of the Word. 

	4A: Creation and the story of Abraham
Builds on 1A and 2A. 
4F: Old Testament: Moses – King David*
Builds on 2A, 4A and 4E. 
4E: Jesus: Light of the world and beloved son*
Builds on 3A and 2F.  
	5A: Creation
Builds on NA, RA, 1A and 4A adding reflection on God given talents. 
5B: Miracles & the Sacrament of the Sick*
Builds on RB, 1F and 2B. 
5F: Parables and sayings of Jesus*
Builds on 2E and work in years 3 and 4 about parables. 
5K: The work of the Apostles
Builds on 4J. 
	6A: The story of the People of God
Builds on 4A and 5H. Provides a foundation for work on the Sacrament of Confirmation in 6E. 
6B: Followers of Christ*
Builds on work on discipleship including 5K and lays foundations for work in 6E. 
6K: Belonging to the Church
Builds on 5K and supports and consolidates work from 6E. 




	Celebrating the Sacraments

	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	NE: Baptism – My Name
Builds on ND and lays foundations around the concept of a Christian family. 
NK: Special Celebrations*
Builds on all exploration of celebration so far and lays foundations for RE, 1B, 2F. 
	RB: People who care for us*
Builds on ND, NE and NF. 
RE: Baptism
Builds on learning about Baptism NK and lays foundations for 1B and 2F. 
	1B: Families and Celebration*
Builds on RE and lays foundations for 2F and 3A. 
1F: Jesus: teacher and healer*
Builds on RB and lays the foundations for 2E and 5B. 
1G: Forgiveness
Builds on prior work on saying sorry in RG. 
1M: Following Jesus today*
Builds on RE and 1B. 
	2E: Parables/
Miracles*
Builds on 1F and lays foundations for 5B. 
2F: Special Celebrations
Builds on prior liturgical learning and RE, 1M. 
2G: Lent*
Builds on 1G.
2J: Pentecost
Builds on 1K laying foundations for future Pentecost and Confirmation work. 
2L: The Mass
Builds on 1B and lays foundations for 3E. 
	3A: Belonging – we gather as God’s family*
Builds on RE, 1B, 1M, 2F and 2L. 
3B: Reconciliation
Builds on 2G and explores human choices. 
3E: We listen to God’s word at Mass*
Builds on 3A and 2L laying foundations of an understanding of the Liturgy of the Word.  
3J: The Eucharist is a thanksgiving to God
Builds on 2L and 3E laying foundations of an understanding of the Eucharist. 
3K: Pentecost*
Builds on 1K and 2J and lays foundations for 4G and 5K.
	4E: Jesus: Light of the world and beloved son*
Builds on 3A and 2F.  
4F: Old Testament: Moses – King David*
Builds on 2A, 4A and 4E. 
4G Living as followers of Jesus today
Builds on 2G, 3B and 3F. 
4K: Sharing in the Life of Christ*
Builds on 3A. 

	5B: Miracles & the Sacrament of the Sick*
Draws together work from KS1 and 4L.  
5E: Baptism
Builds on 2C and 5C learning about John the Baptist. 
5G: Lent*
Builds on 3F, 3B and 4G adding depth about the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a form of Healing. 
5H: Holy Week*
Builds on all previous Holy Week units giving opportunities for analysis and learning about Church actions at this time. 
5J: Pentecost*
Develops all previous work on the Holy Spirit and Pentecost adding learning about the Church’s belief in eternal life.
5L: Marriage & Holy Orders
Builds on work from 4L. 
	6E: Baptism & Confirmation: Celebrations of the Holy Spirit
Builds on 4E and 5E and provides an opportunity to bring together all knowledge linked to these Sacraments. 
6F: Lent*
Builds on 5G and 3B. 
6G: Prayers in the lives of followers of Christ*
Builds on all prior reflection on styles of prayer and signs and symbols associated with this. 
6J: Pentecost*
Builds on 5J and all previous work on the Sacrament of Confirmation.
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	Living as Christians 

	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	NB: God our Father cares for us
Builds on children’s experiences of relationships at home. 
NF: God’s family
Follows on from NE and ND. 
	RB: People who care for us*
Builds on ND, NE and NF. 
RF: People who help us
Builds on work from Nursery about people showing love and care for others. 
	1L: Sharing in Jesus’ life*
Builds on RL and lays a foundation for further work on the lives of the Apostles.
1M: Following Jesus today*
Builds on RE and 1B.
	2B: Sharing in the life of Jesus
Builds on 1L and 1M. 
2K: Our Church
Builds on 1M. 

	3A: Belonging – we gather as God’s family*
Builds on RE, 1B, 1M, 2F and 2L. 


	4K: Sharing in the Life of Christ*
Builds on 3A. 
4L: Special roles and responsibilities
Builds on 4J and lays foundations for 5B and 5L.  

	5F: Parables and sayings of Jesus*
Builds on 2E and work in years 3 and 4 about parables. 
	6B: Followers of Christ*
Builds on work on discipleship including 5K and lays foundations for work in 6E. 
6K: Belonging to the Church Community
Builds on 5K and supports and consolidates work concerning the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
6L: Celebrating the life of Mary & the Saints*
Builds on all prior work about Our Lady and the lives of the Saints. 


	Prayer 

	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	NA: Creation – God the Creator*
Lays the foundation for having an awareness of God in their lives. 
	RK: Prayer
Builds on all prior experience of prayer and lays foundations for 1C
RL: Continuous Unit
Builds on and links to many units throughout Reception. 
	1C: Prayer
Builds on RK and lays foundations for 2A and 3G. 
	2A: Old Testament: Stories and Prayers*
Builds on the understanding of the bible as being filled with important stories about God. 
	3G: Prayer
Links to and builds on 2A. 

	4B: Jesus teaches us how to pray
Builds on 2A and 3G. 

	5B: Miracles & the Sacrament of the Sick*
Draws together work from KS1 and Y4 about roles and responsibilities in the Church. 

	6G: Prayers in the lives of followers of Christ*
Builds on all prior reflection on styles of prayer and signs and symbols associated with this. 
6L: Celebrating the life of Mary & the Saints*
Builds on all prior work about Our Lady and the lives of the Saints. 






